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Dear Parents,

The following are practice activities to reinforce some of the critical skills your kindergarten child is
learning at school. Provided are activities to strengthen your child’s listening skills, understanding of
print, phonemic awareness, beginning phonics, and fluency. All activities should be delivered in a fun
and game-like way. Each activity should not take more than five or ten minutes to complete. Any books
suggested to support the core activities may be found in your school or community library but are not
necessary to complete the activities.

A kindergarten child’s attention span is very short. It’s better to provide an activity that lasts for only a
few minutes but is repeated over time. Your child should not sit for long periods of time, creating a
struggle for both of you. If your child’s attention wanders, stop and try again later. Increase the amount
of time with your child to five or ten minutes over weeks. As your child develops the ability to attend and
becomes more successful, he/she will find that playing learning games with parents can be fun. Make
sure you frequently praise your child’s successes. When errors occur, simply say, “Good try.” Next say,
“Watch me do it.” Model for your child the correct procedure. Then say, “Now it’s your turn.”
Compliment your child on his/her success.

Dear Parents,

The following are practice activities to reinforce some of the critical skills your kindergarten child is
learning at school. Provided are activities to strengthen your child’s listening skills, understanding of
print, phonemic awareness, beginning phonics, and fluency. All activities should be delivered in a fun
and game-like way. Each activity should not take more than five or ten minutes to complete. Any books
suggested to support the core activities may be found in your school or community library but are not
necessary to complete the activities.

A kindergarten child’s attention span is very short. It’s better to provide an activity that lasts for only a
few minutes but is repeated over time. Your child should not sit for long periods of time, creating a
struggle for both of you. If your child’s attention wanders, stop and try again later. Increase the amount
of time with your child to five or ten minutes over weeks. As your child develops the ability to attend and
becomes more successful, he/she will find that playing learning games with parents can be fun. Make
sure you frequently praise your child’s successes. When errors occur, simply say, “Good try.” Next say,
“Watch me do it.” Model for your child the correct procedure. Then say, “Now it’s your turn.”
Compliment your child on his/her success.



To view the entire Core Curriculum for kindergarten language arts you may go to the following web site:
http://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/lang_art/elem/core/CoreDocs/grade/Kindergarten.pdf.

The core skills are the essential skills kindergarten children should know and be able to do at the end of
kindergarten; however, young children develop and mature at different rates. Some children will not be
able to perform all core curriculum indicators by the end of kindergarten, but will still become very suc-
cessful first graders when given additional time. There is a huge difference in development between a
kindergarten child turning five the January before entering kindergarten and a child who turns five as
kindergarten starts in August. Communicate often with your child’s teacher so that you may work to-

gether in helping your child reach his/her potential as you engage in this most important year of your
child’s life.

Lynne Greenwood
Curriculum Coordinator/Literacy Specialist
Utah State Office of Education

Parent Letter
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| like to play
with my dog.
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The little boy was looking for a dog.

Did his dog get lost in the park?
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o Example of of words with the same beginning sounds:

Silly Sally sat in the sun.

o Examples of same rhyming words:

run rat rug
sun sat slug
bun bat bug
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Playdough
Boil 2 cups water.

Add 1/2 cup salt, 1 Thsp. oil,
1 Thsp alum and some food coloring.
Mix well and add 2 cups flour. Let cool and knead.

Edible Peanut Butter Playdough

2 cups peanut butter 3 Thsp. honey

2 cups powdered milk

Combine all ingredients in a medium-size bowl. If too
sticky, add more powdered milk, one tablespoon at a

time. Make sure children wash hands before playing with
and eating this one.

PHONICS: 27S
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Alphabet Writing Prompts

a- circle around and down

c- curve over, around, open

e- across, over, around

g- circle around, down, curve under
i- short stick down, dot

k- long stick down, slant in, slant out
m- stick down, up tunnel, up tunnel
o- circle around, close

q- circle around, down

s- curve over, curve, curve around, up
u- down, curve up, down

b- long stick down, up, circle around
d- circle around, up long stick , down
f- over, long stick down, then cross
h- long stick down, up and tunnel

Jj- short stick down, curve up, dot

I- long stick down

n- short stick down, up tunnel

p- down, up, circle around

r- short stick down, up, curve
t-long stick down and across

v- slant down, slant up

w- slant down, slant up, slant down, slant up x- slant down, slant across

y- slant down, slant down

z- across, slant down, across

Alphabet Writing Prompts

a- circle around and down

c- curve over, around, open

e- across, over, around

g- circle around, down, curve under
i- short stick down, dot

k- long stick down, slant in, slant out
m- stick down, up tunnel, up tunnel
o- circle around, close

q- circle around, down

s- curve over, curve, curve around, up
u- down, curve up, down

b- long stick down, up, circle around
d- circle around, up long stick , down
f- over, long stick down, then cross
h- long stick down, up and tunnel

J- short stick down, curve up, dot

I- long stick down

n- short stick down, up tunnel

p- down, up, circle around

r- short stick down, up, curve
t-long stick down and across

v- slant down, slant up

w- slant down, slant up, slant down, slant up x- slant down, slant across

y- slant down, slant down

z- across, slant down, across
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High Frequency Words:

it to no
on do SO
is here mom
red and in

or for look
with said dad
dog love big
not will will
like my by
not we was
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